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The MacEwan University Fine Art Program class of 2004 presents “10 Again” at the Gray Gallery. 

See what happens to art students 10 years after they graduate! The art show and catalog will present 
self-portraits by the 2004 MacEwan University Fine Art alumni. A variety of artistic mediums will be 
presented in “10 Again” showcasing the multidisciplinary art practices developed through the 
MacEwan University Fine Art Program.

2004 GRAD SHOW INVITATION



David Atkinson
President

MacEwan University 

Ten years doesn’t seem like such a long time when you’re standing at the end of that decade, but as 
this group of remarkable MacEwan graduates demonstrate, ten years provides time to reflect on the 
value of what they shared.

For some who began the Fine Art Program in 2004, the start of their journey was filled with a sense of 
adventure; for others it was apprehension and wondering how they got there. Yet for each one today it 
is the shear wonder of where it led them that captures our attention and surely inspires future budding 
artists to consider our university’s Fine Art Program.

Bringing this remarkable group back together has painted a picture of success that finds its roots in a 
common experience. Words like progressive, dynamic, and foundational describe the kind of education 
they received. Yet it is the words that express what they took into the past decade following graduation 
that say so much more - words like, perseverance, discipline, expanded horizons, and confidence.

The graduates of the Fine Art Program of 2004 moved forward into lives as artists, and teachers, and 
engaged members of our community. They inspired others with their art and with their lives and we 
are here to celebrate them today.

Congratulations on all of your achievements and welcome back.



People often refer to the Fine Art Program at MacEwan University as ‘Art Boot Camp.’ In two years, 
students fulfill intensive coursework in studio and academics, from introductory to advanced studio 
approaches and concepts, taught by active and demanding faculty. Our students are often very driven, 
as the university level courses are competitive and many alumni move on with advanced standing to 
complete BFA programs across the country. 

A usual, MacEwan has its twists that make it unique and attractive to students. In Fine Art, boot-
camp intensity is a draw rather than a boon, but another twist is the cohort: Program students are 
in classes together every day for two years of studies – and that creates both a stew and a bond in 
the boot-camp milieu. The stew is a simmer of personalities and talents challenging and supporting 
each other through perspective drawing, colour mixing, critiques where one ‘enjoys’ but scrutinizes 
others’ work, grasping theory, concepts and critical vocabulary while mastering graphite and video and 
essay- writing, and exchanging post-jury hugs before grad show. In a cohort, two or three students can 
influence whether the stew blends into something delicious, or something requiring TUMS. The bond 
happens when individuals realize their own success is also based on the feedback, encouragement, 
competition and growth of peers. Bond-peers push each other through projects, work late together 

Leslie Sharpe
Chair, Fine Art,

MacEwan University 

to meet morning deadlines, read each others’ essays for feedback, go to art openings together before 
going to the bar (and groan about instructors), and generally inspire each other to do better not just for 
themselves, but for each other. 

Fine Art program legend has it that the 2004 cohort leaned towards the ‘Bond’ type. One of our largest 
cohorts ever, they were possibly the closest (maybe due to tight quarters). So I am not surprised 
that they still pitch in, challenge and shout out for each other. One program legacy they carry is the 
knowledge that artists function best in a supportive community – so it is no surprise to see their 
engagement and activity in the wider communities they have joined. Their biographies since leaving 
us are full of accomplishments in and beyond the arts –garnering degrees and making an impact on 
communities here and across the globe through teaching, exhibiting work, designing futures, fostering 
culture and breaking boundaries. I’m looking forward to bringing this years’ cohorts to see the show, 
which I expect will be delicious, and will tell them something about the value of community. 



Darci Mallon
Associate Professor , Fine Art

MacEwan University

The class of 2004 was nothing short of remarkable for so many reasons. The talent and discipline 
each student revealed allowed me to indulge in placing great demands on their time and energy. In 
spite of these expectations, I was never disappointed at a critique. I was in fact, often astounded by 
what they each achieved within such limited time frames. Nothing seemed too much to ask of them 
and the artwork they produced for my courses still represents the bulk of excellent project examples I 
use to inspire my current students.  

While they were indeed a highly competitive and ambitious group, with each individual demonstrating 
their commitment to learning and improving, the areas in which they competed mostly, were in effort 
and professionalism. Yet in spite of being an exceptionally large class, they were also cohesive and 
incredibly supportive of each other throughout the many challenging situations that arise while being 
a student. When there were health or financial issues, relationship or identity issues, whatever the 
personal problem, no one was ever isolated and the entire group rallied for each other’s causes and 
needs.   

All in all, this class was and obviously remains, a powerful unit; their friendships and support for each 
other have clearly passed the test of time. It was truly an honour for me to work with them and to have 
them in my life, if even for only the two years.
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2004 FINE ART PROGRAM ALUMNI PARTICIPANTS



Amy Leong

MacEwan provided me with an amazing foundation that set the tone for my future education. My two 
years in the Fine Art program taught me discipline, perseverance and the meaning of dedication to 
higher learning. The small class sizes and exceptional instructors made my time at the school truly 
invaluable. I am grateful to have had the opportunity to attend such an amazing institution. The Fine 
Art program gave me the skills I needed to go on to complete two degrees. The time I spent there will 
always be a highlight of my education.

After completing my Diploma, I went on to finish my BFA majoring in painting at the University of 
Alberta. When I completed my BFA in 2006, I went on to receive an after degree at the University of 
Alberta in Secondary Education with an Art major and an English minor. I taught Junior High with  
Edmonton Public schools for three years after graduating. I am currently a stay at home mom to a 
three year old and I continue to sell my artwork as well as owning an online women’s vintage clothing 
business.

Self-Portrait, 2014
mixed media on wood panel
13” x 17”



Anna House

I decided to pursue fine arts studies later in life, and I have to admit it was not without much 
trepidation and self doubt. The pearls of wisdom I received from the staff at MacEwan began even 
before I started my studies. On first meeting with Rose Clancy for a guided tour of the facility, I voiced 
my concerns about starting the program as a mature student. With her contagious enthusiasm, she 
informed me that everything in this world gives you an experience for life. It’s up to you to take that 
experience forward and execute it to your benefit. MacEwan’s progressive and dynamic outlook, has 
served me well as a constant reminder to push the boundaries of investigation and to develop new 
ways of problem solving. Above all else, MacEwan has afforded me the chance to positively use my 
own ‘lived experience’ which in turn has given me the confidence to succeed in full time art practice. I 
extend my sincerest regards and respect to Darci Mallon, Cheri Moses, Agnieszka Matejko and Hoyne 
Santa-Balazs. 

Currently I am a full time International artist working from my Ottawa based Art Studio. I hold an MFA 
from the University of Alberta , a BFA with distinction from the University of Lethbridge and a diploma 
in Fine Art from MacEwan University. My work has been shown in several International exhibitions and 
recently I have been invited to have a solo exhibition at the Agora Gallery in New York. My artwork is 
held in private and corporate collections throughout Canada, the US, Europe, and South Korea.

Blue Crow Red Sky #5, 2014
acrylic on canvas
8” x 10”



Barb Moore

The professors, advisors and all contributors at MacEwan invested so much time and attention to 
detail in their guidance that I left two years of rigorous study with a solid foundation upon which to 
build a lasting career.
 
I completed my BFA at Emily Carr University in 2007 and was awarded the Governor General’s Medal, 
an accolade awarded to the highest achieving student university wide.  In 2008, I moved to Sydney, 
Australia and assumed the role of Program Officer, Public Affairs, Culture and Communications at the 
Consulate General of Canada, Sydney. I am now the Head of Benefaction at the Biennale of Sydney, one 
of the longest running international biennales and Australia’s leading contemporary visual arts event. 
I pursue my private studio practice with a keen ever-lasting pursuit for detail in painting and drawing.

Swarovski 14 
oil on canvas
6” x 6”



Portrait of My Living Room
Gabriola Island, 2012
photograph
15” x 11”

Bonnie Fan

The most important thing I have gained from MacEwan’s Fine Art program is not the ability to paint, 
draw, or sculpt; but the courage to explore my own questions with sincerity. Exploring what it simply 
means to connect to the world, to move into strange room after strange room and call it a home. 
Turning narratives to stillness on a journey carrying more weight than any single piece of work, 
exhibition, or writing. Were it not for the supportive and challenging environment at MacEwan, I may 
not have found a way to push my own limitations of the portraits I wanted to record. 

Since graduating from MacEwan, I have received a MFA from Helsinki, Finland; exhibited and 
contributed to workshops in Norway, Estonia, Sweden, and Scotland. Currently, I live in a remote 
village in the Scottish Highlands where I have to go into the forest and climb on top of a fallen tree to 
get the Internet.



Brenda Draney

I was at the University of Alberta, about to complete my English Degree. I felt panic. I didn’t know what 
I would do with an English degree. Professor and Poet Laurette E D Blodgett gave me the following 
advice:  as you get older your life will get more complicated, not less. If you do not attempt a career 
as an artist you risk feeling annoyed with yourself for a very long time. He told me to apply to Grant 
MacEwan. He told me they have a very good program. I continue to be grateful.

After MacEwan, I completed an English degree at the University of Alberta before graduating with a 
BFA in Painting. I graduated with my Master’s degree from Emily Carr University of Art + Design and 
became the 11th winner of the annual RBC Canadian Painting Competition in 2009. My work has been 
exhibited at the Power Plant in Toronto, the Toronto International Art Fair, and at the Art Gallery of 
Alberta. I was long-listed for the Sobey Art Award in 2013. I am the current winner of the Eldon and 
Anne Foote Visual Arts Prize. I live and work in Edmonton, Alberta. 

Aspen, 2013
oil on linen
72” x 48”



Christine Ernst-Lomond

My MacEwan education taught me the value of opening my horizons. The importance of trying 
everything until you find something that works. It taught me how to take my failures and improve on 
them and learn from them. Most beneficially, it taught me how to think for myself. It taught me how 
to think critically about the information I was being presented with, find the flaws and inconsistencies 
and draw my own conclusions about it. To not just regurgitate what other people thought, but to add 
to it and expand on it. I can’t overstate how often I’ve used that since I graduated, and it’s a skill that’s 
always stood me in good stead.

I graduated MacEwan in 2004 and apprenticed myself as an auto mechanic. In between getting 
married and having two children I finished my apprenticeship, got my red seal, and have been working 
as a Journeyman Automotive Technician for four years. I spend most of my spare time writing or doing 
yard work, but I also learned how to play the violin, and how to tell the difference between your kids 
being quiet because they’re busy playing and your kids being quiet because they’re doing something 
they shouldn’t be.

Family Portrait
photograph
11” x 17”



Daniela Masellis

I consider my time spent in the Fine Arts Program at MacEwan as one of the seminal first steps on 
my career path as a designer and artist. I look back on it grateful for all the experiences, friendships, 
sharpened skills and broadened perspectives developed over those two years. It was where I learnt, 
not only about the fundamentals of colour, shape and composition; but also of the concepts, ideas and 
history that shapes our contemporary art world. The engaging class critiques and seminars enriched 
my view on the dialogue of art and its relation to the world around us.

After graduating from MacEwan I traveled to Europe, then returned to the University of Alberta to 
complete a BFA in Theatre Design. I continued my studies with an internship at the Teatro alla Scala 
in Milan, Italy.  After returning from Italy, I began working as an independent theatre designer based 
in western Canada and have since designed over 45 professional productions of theatre and dance, as 
well as numerous corporate events and galas.

‘Wired Body’ 
Mile Zero Dance Salon, 2009
photograph
17” x 12”



Dawn Fenton
In memory

After graduating from MacEwan, Dawn went on to complete her Bachelor of Fine Arts degree at the 
University of Alberta. During her time there, Dawn continued to experiment with multiple mediums 
including installation art. As her art evolved, Dawn focused on printmaking with an emphasis on 
innovative and emerging (though sometimes controversial) Digital Printmaking. While being a student 
at the University of Alberta, Dawn received and accepted the honour of membership with the Golden 
Key Society. 

Dawn continued to refine her creative niche while participating in multiple competitions and 
exhibitions. After graduating from the University in 2010, Dawn continued to be a patron and 
contributor to the arts community. Dawn continuously strove to bring beauty and expression to the 
world through both her artistic calling and personal life. 

The legacy she leaves us is one of beauty; aesthetically and emotionally.

String Theory 
digital printmaking
13” x 9”



Harlequin
screen print
21.5” x 33”

Jayme Chalmers

Though my research has focused on the figure and portrait, my interests and experience in viewing 
and creating all forms of art - abstract, sculptural, installation, theatre and performance art etc. 
- has provided me with multi-dimensional insight and an approach, which considers various 
interacting methodologies. I have always taken great interest in what other artists are creating, 
historically and currently, especially portraits and figurative work, in the UK, France, Germany, 
Amsterdam, New York and Fort Worth. Recently I finished my Master of Fine Arts degree at the 
University of Calgary, Canada.



Matapihi Mahara
intaglio print
11” x 15”

Jesse Amasio

My time at MacEwan was a positive and influential period in my life. The teaching was excellent where 
I felt confident about the skill set I had acquired and well-equipped to appreciate and think critically 
about art. It was also a very supportive and encouraging environment – I really enjoyed being part of 
my class and learning and creating alongside my classmates. 

After graduating, I moved to New Zealand with my husband, where we were fortunate to spend five 
years studying, working, and travelling. I worked in administration and marketing at Whitecliffe College 
of Art & Design. Following the birth of our first child in 2009, my husband and I moved back to Canada 
and spent a year in Vancouver before returning home to Alberta, settling in Calgary. Currently I am at 
home with my three young daughters, and enrolled in the drawing major at the Alberta College of Art 
and Design, working towards my BFA.



Self-Portrait, 2014
oil on canvas
8” x 10”

Kristin Cowan

MacEwan was an opportunity for incredible growth as an artist and as an individual. Fresh out of 
high school I was green not only in life but in my perception of what art could be. Through medium 
exploration, contemporary art issues, art history and a myriad of other experiences, my art knowledge 
expanded. Exploring new mediums and new ideas I began the journey of coming into my own, 
confident in myself as an individual and my voice as an artist.

After I finished the two year program at MacEwan I entered into the work force. I am currently working 
for the city of Edmonton in traffic safety. I’ve continued to paint and found a love for working with oils. 
I’ve done a few commissions but mostly paint for myself. I am currently working on a family portrait 
series, of which this self portrait comes from. The most important thing in my life is my friends and 
family and I love the idea of creating a series dedicated to them.



Kyleanne Fleming

A great foundation for seeing and creating art, and a healthy work ethic are a few examples of the 
many tools that MacEwan gifted me during my time there. When I thought of myself now as opposed to 
myself 10 years ago, I feel as though nothing and everything has changed the person I am today. It was 
this thought that inspired the piece “Reflection of What Was,” I took the first painting that I did after 
leaving MacEwan and decided to recreate it. From that recreation I developed an altered replication 
of the relief painting. This piece becomes a metaphor of what I think I am today, which is just a slight 
reflection of my former self.

After MacEwan I went on to graduate from the Fine Arts honors program at the University of Victoria 
with a minor in Psychology in 2007. After this I stepped away from the art world when it came to my 
career, but not from my life. In 2009 I participated in a dual art show in Kelowna BC with a fellow 
Okanagan artist Theresa Slater and have created numerous commission paintings over the years.

Reflection Of What Was
acrylic on cardboard and aluminum
21” x 43”



Untitled
mixed media
30” x 40”

Lindsay Farr

My time at MacEwan was a valuable and enriching experience that prepared me for my future goals 
and achievements. It gave me the opportunity to learn the importance of hard work and discipline, 
translating into all of my future accomplishments. When I think of MacEwan, I have many fond 
memories of time spent in the studio with a creative community of great people. 

After completing the Fine Art program, I attended the University of Lethbridge where I furthered my 
studies in drawing and painting. After obtaining my Bachelor of Fine Arts I returned to Edmonton, 
enrolling in a self-directed studio at the University of Alberta, focusing on print making and drawing. 
I worked in Edmonton for several years before returning to school to do a Master of Architecture at 
the University of Calgary. During the final year of my Master’s, I spent a semester in Spain studying 
the urban systems of Barcelona. I now work in downtown Edmonton as an Intern Architect at Riddell 
Kurczaba.



Mandy Genth

After graduation I started my own business working with gel nails. Instead of paints and pencils, I now 
uses gel to draw on small finger canvases. With a background in dancing and cheerleading I began 
fitness competitions after MacEwan. With expert dedication I am now a national bikini competitor, and 
represented Alberta in my first competition year.   

2013 Muscle Beach Fall Classic
Bikini Competition
photograph
13” x 13”



Robert Harpin

I have no idea how I ended up in Fine Art at MacEwan. It’s something I still question to this day. What 
I do know is how profoundly the program has affected my life. Beyond the incredible technical skill 
set, time management skills, and ability to critically analyze something to the point that it’s effectively 
rendered meaningless, MacEwan introduced me to a group of friends that I still hold near and dear to 
my heart.    

After my graduation from MacEwan in 2004, I continued on to earn my Bachelor of Fine Arts majoring 
in Drawing from the Alberta College of Art and Design in 2006. I returned to Edmonton excited about 
the burgeoning art community and a desire to be a part of its DIY aesthetic. I co-curated the Apartment 
Show with my fellow 2004 alumna Tiffany Shaw-Collinge as well as my amazing wife (also a MacEwan 
Fine Art graduate) Aspen Zettel. I am still an active, exhibiting artist, and currently keep a studio in The 
Drawing Room. I have also worked for the Works Art and Design Festival, Latitude 53, and am 
currently a Public Art Officer at the Edmonton Arts Council. 

Self Portrait, 2014
acrylic on camouflage
24” x 16”



In Flux, 2014
mixed media
18” x 24”

Teresa Wallsten

I was fortunate enough to attend MacEwan during a very exciting time. Not only was I surrounded by 
an enthusiastic young group of talented aspiring students, but also instructors that provided guidance 
and inspiration that gave us all a confidence to explore and discover our passions. This two-year 
program provided a foundation for my career that I have since applied to not only my art, but also my 
everyday life. I am always excited to see what my grad class and teachers are doing and how they are 
playing an integral role in the local and international art scene, by changing the perception of art and 
pushing the boundaries of what we see and perceive.

Currently, I am teaching Art and Photography at St. Albert Catholic High School. I am grateful because 
it has always been a dream of mine to inspire youth and share the knowledge that I have accrued over 
the years.  I am committed not only in art but to coaching as well. It is challenging and rewarding to be 
able to extend my eagerness to others, and help them discover and explore the endless possibilities 
that art, and it’s community can provide. I also find that my artistic process grows and changes as the 
years go by. The exploration of various mediums and my desire to rediscover the world around me lead 
me to new frontiers of the creative experience.



Tiffany Shaw-Collinge

Having the capability to describe my thoughts without using the word ‘like’ as a descriptor, knowing 
that everyone’s opinions vary greatly from one another and how important it is to share my own are a 
few of the essential lessons I learned at MacEwan. I also appreciate the community that the Fine Art 
Program fosters. The ongoing support I have received from the faculty and my 2004 classmates has 
always meant a great deal to me.

After graduating from MacEwan, I received a BFA from Nova Scotia College of Art and Design 
University in 2006 with an interdisciplinary degree in film, painting, video, and sound. Since Macewan 
I have curated exhibitions in found spaces within Edmonton, and exhibited work at the Art Gallery of 
Alberta, Winnipeg Art Gallery and Pier 21 in Halifax. Most recently I graduated with distinction with a 
Masters in Architecture from the Southern California Institute of Architecture (SCI-Arc) in Los Angeles, 
California. In 2012, I exhibited in the Architecture Venice Biennale in the Canada Pavilion as part of 
Migrating Landscapes.

Distilled, 2014
crystals on mylar and acetate
12 x 12”



Troy Barker

After MacEwan I continued on to teach grade six, as Mr. B in the Calgary Board of Education. I 
continue to create artwork through drawings as inspiration for students to help continue their learning.

Horatio Hufnagel’s Fabtrapulous
Victorian Cures and Remedies
mixed media on paper
10” x 13”
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In memory of Dawn Fenton and Natalie Grierson
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